As stated on the ACCME website: www.accme.org:

“The ACCME will periodically request public feedback on new accreditation policy that is under consideration by the ACCME.  Organizations or individuals interested in providing written feedback may do so only during the open comment period, and only using the electronic form provided; this will be the sole route for sharing comments with the ACCME.  Normally, the comment period will be for 30 days. The ACCME will limit comments to 500 words, and will not consider anonymous submissions.  The ACCME considers the comments it receives, and the names of those authoring the comments, to be public information that may be published on the ACCME's Web site. All viewpoints are welcome, but please be constructive.” 

January 22, 2010 ACCME posted the following proposals for comment:

1. Complaints and Inquiries Process

2. Knowledge-based CME Activities

3. ACCME’s Recognition Process

Details about the ACCME Call for Comments may be found at this link:

http://www.accme.org/dir_docs/doc_upload/5aa47c6d-3e95-48c9-916b-18bbaa080f86_uploaddocument.htm
If you are interested in participating in future discussions related to advocacy issues such as these, please email me, Marilyn Peterson at MarilynPeterson@texashealth.org
As always, your comments are welcome and encouraged.  

TACME Response to ACCME Calls for Comment

February 2010

Call for Comment # 1 - Complaints and Inquiries Process:  

The Texas Alliance for Continuing Medical Education (TACME) supports the ACCME proposal regarding the Complaints and Inquiries Process.  The process as stated, appears to balance transparency and confidentiality while facilitating a timely response and utilizing the facts to provide education to other providers. 

Call for Comment # 2 – Knowledge Based CME Activities:

The Texas Alliance for Continuing Medical Education (TACME) supports Option A which recognizes the important role knowledge plays as a primary step in the adult education process.  It is sometimes years between the time “new knowledge” is reported and the time trends identified as gaps are reported. New knowledge in the hands of intelligent, educated and skilled individuals can actually prevent some gaps from developing.   
 

However, TACME feels that provider’s programs should not be limited solely to the advancement of knowledge.  Many providers have made great improvements to advance their programs to support the continuous improvement of physician competence and performance.  Providers should continue this advancement by developing activities that seek to overcome competence and performance barriers and gaps to improve patient outcomes whenever possible.
Call for Comment 3 – ACCME’s Recognition Process

The Texas Alliance for CME (TACME) does recommend that the discussion regarding this process take place between the ACCME and all key stakeholders.  TACME supports efforts that provide for collaboration, however it is the recommendation of TACME that the process for recognition of State-accredited CME providers be determined with input from State-based providers in collaboration with the ACCME to ensure the State-based organizations meet the established recognition standards. ACCME-accredited providers who are also members of TACME abstain from comment because this process does not pertain to their requirements.

